, 883 Worthington Ridge 


1780 


Rev, Nathan Fenn (1749-1799), Yale graduate, 

j Revolutionary war chaplain, 1st minister of 
Worthington Parish, & Eunice Strong (1752-1897). 
James Eddy owned the house and added a large tin 

shop 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Reverend Nathan Fenn house, 883 Worthington Ridge, c. 1780 is significant as 
the home of Rev. Fenn, first minister of the Worthington parish who built this 
house at the time of his ordination. After his death in 1799, Jesse Eddy owned 
the property and had a large tin shop on the premises. In the mid-19" century, 
his daughter and her husband, Nathanial James from NYC used it as a summer 
home. This house is typical of the plain style homes preferred in New England 
until the last years of the 18" century. The double Dutch door is original. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 

The house at 883 Worthington Ridge was built by 
Rev. Nathan Fenn (1749-1799), the first minister of the 
Worthington parish, (around the time of his ordination in 
1780. As related by Catharine Melinda North in her History 
of Berlin (1916): Jesse Eddy, who succeeded Mr. Fenn 
as owner of the property, had a large tin shop that 
stretched across the south yard, where many men were 
employed. This shop was burned and rebuilt. Mr. Eddy 
was assisted in his business by his sons, George and 
Frederic. One Sunday, a warm day in summer, George 
went with a companion to East Berlin and went in 
bathing at the factory pond. The water was unusually 
high, after a heavy rain, and George was drawn by an undercurrent over the dam and was drowned. 
Fifty men turned out to search for his body but it was not until after the water subsided that it was 
found caught in a tree. Mr. James B. Carpenter purchased the Eddy shop and moved it down west 
of Deacon North’s store, where it forms the residence part of Mr. Damon’s place. 
Nathaniel James married the daughter of Jesse Eddy, and, after that, the family used the house as a 
summer residence only, while their winters were spent in New York City. Afterwards, the Rev. Seth 
Bliss owned the property for several years. It is now the residence of Charles S. Webster. 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 

Collection. Slide #018 
1780 _ ~——Rev. Nathan Fenn current owner: Mrs. Irene Boardman Worthington Ridge, 
opposite Congregational Church, east side, facing oe aes ’} 
west -_ o He 
Wood building, peak roof, end brick chimney, 9 
window front, overhang top of first story and 
second story, stone foundation, 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1780 _~— Rev. Nathan Fenn current owner: C.J. Boardman Worthington Ridge 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 202 


1780 _~—— Rev. Nathan Fenn current owner: David & Joan Gagliardi 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1780 current owner: Craig Lentini an 


Genealogy 


Rev. Nathan Fenn (1749-1799) son of Benjamin Fenn & Mary Peck. 
1782 he married Eunice Strong (1752-1897) daughter of Ephraim 
Strong & Mary Prudden. They had children: Nathan, Eunice, 
Edward. He was ordained as the first minister of Worthington 
Parish on May 3, 1780, graduated from Yale in 1795. The house was built for his ordination. In 1799 the 
house was owned by Jesse Eddy. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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Town No.: Site No.: 

mi Toile 
OISTRICT 1F NR, SPECIFY 


‘7 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) 


COs Cnr -| Di actwot 2) Potentict 
(Historic) - 


Reverend Nathan Fenn House 


Z TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
& | Berlin Hartford 
c R ND NUMBER (und or location) 
< : . 
Vv 883 Worthington Ridge 16-1/106/21 
u [a OWNERS) David & 
= . . 4 " " ‘ Ole i 
z agliardi, Joan R. Berlin 06037 ublic rilsete 
ray USE (Presenc} (Historie) 
“| Residence Residence 
t 5 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE XPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Yes C)ne Yes Eno 
YLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 
Vernacular c. 1780 
8. TERIALIS) (indicate use or location when appropriate) 
h 
ie Clapboard 0 Asbestos Siding OD Brick Teenie) 
0 Wood Shingle eyyreer Siding Fieldstone 
brownstone foundation and steps 
0 Boord & Batten OD Stucco Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: — 
3 STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
ial] Wood frame iB Post and beam O balloon 
Oo Load beoring masonry | Structural iron or steel 
O Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF (Type) ey 
[x Gable ODO Flot O Monsard O Monitor a sawtooth 
Other 
z O Gombrel O Shed 0 Hip cy Round (Specify) at 
°o 
rE (Material) 
= Roll 
o ‘i Wood Shingle Asphalt O Tin 0 Slate O Gable end to the street 
I Other 


a Built up O Tile 


APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


36" x 26" 


Gl Aspholt shingle 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 
2 1/2 


ONDITION Sten turaly 


7 
O Excellent Good oO Foir O Detcriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (Lin ation? CAT erations 
On original 
site Leliwewsa Yes 
REL D OUTBUILDIN OR LANO URES 


iB Born ia Shed OD Garage 
(a) eg ‘i Shop i Garden 


15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


0 Open lond Weed: x) Residential 
Indus- 
0 Commercial aa (0 Rural 


Od) Ridge porallel to the street 


theater) 

0 Excellent ix) Good DO Foir 0 Deterioroted 
1F YES, EXPLAIN ; 
Later portico 


|_| No 


@ Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 
Large late-Victorian barn to rear 


L Scattered buildings visible from site 


iB High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 
In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District, across from Second 
Congregational Church. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Reverend Nathan Fenn House has a five-bay facade with a central 
entry. The entry has a wide paneled door, plain pilasters, and a 
glazed transom; it is protected by Federal-period entry portico with 

an open pediment on square Victorian chamfered posts. The portico fea- 
tures a wide frieze decorated with festoons and dentils cut to plumb 
under the rakes. Windows have narrow molded surrounds and are fitted 
with 2-over-2 sash; second-floor windows are placed immediately under 
the eaves. The molded main roof cornice has a small dentil course 

and shows a partial return at the gable ends. A single large brick 
chimney is offset to the left. To the right is a later shed-roofed 
bay extension; there is another later cross-gabled extension (continued) 


BUILDER 


Ci ORICAL OR RCH! ~TU L POR 


This house has significance as the home of Reverend Nathan Fenn, first 
minister settled over the Worthington parish, who built this house 
around the time of his ordination in 1780. After his death in 1799, 
Jesse Eddy cwned the property and had large tin shop on the premises. 
In the mid-19th century, Eddy's daughter and her husband Nataniel E. 
James, who lived in New York City, used it as a summer home. 


Aside from “t:. iinmortant historical associations with Reverend Fenn 

and the Berlin tin trade, the house is also a fine example of the arch- 

itecturally conservative type of house preferred in Berlin until the 

very last years of the 18th century. The placement of the second- 

floor windows and the hewn overhangs at each story can be found in 

much earlier 18th-century houses, and the house bears little (continued 
ara eae 

1855 Atlas 

1869 Atlas 

North, p. 188 


Reverend Nathan Fenn House 


17. (continued) : 


to the rear. There is an overhang of approximately two inches at 
the second floor on front and side elevations and at the attic story 
on the gable end. 


19. (continued) : 


resemblance to the high-style designs being built at the same time in 
New England's urban centers. 


A note on methodology: Because .of its notable first occupant, the 
house's early history could be ascertained by checking the land 
records for Reverend Fenn; it did not have to be searched through a 
chain of title. The definite attributions like this one allowed us to 
set approximate, locally valid, periods for architectural variations. 
The common assertion throughout this survey regarding the relatively 
conservative, i.e., not subject to many changes, approach to archi- 
tecture in 18th-century Berlin, is based on the proven examples such 
as this one. 


